
  
 

August 1, 2006 

Duygu Asena, 60, Turkish Feminist 
Writer, Dies  
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ANKARA, Turkey, July 31 (AP) — Duygu Asena, a best-selling writer and crusader for 

women’s rights in Turkey, died Sunday in Istanbul. She was 60. 

She had battled for two years with a brain tumor and died in American Hospital, where 

she was admitted Thursday with a high temperature and respiratory problems, the 

hospital said. 

Ms. Asena, the author of the influential book “Woman Has No Name,” had trained to be 

a teacher but began writing for what were considered women’s pages in newspapers in 

the early 1970’s. 

In 1978 she founded the first women’s magazine in Turkey. Ignoring taboos, Ms. Asena 

was the first Turkish writer to explore topics like women’s rights, sexuality and wife-

beating. 

“Woman Has No Name” broke sales records when it was printed in 1987, but was later 

banned by the government, which found it to be lewd and obscene. The ban was lifted 

after a two-year court battle. A film adaptation of the book broke box office records in 

Turkey. 

Ms. Asena wrote eight other feminist novels, including “There Is No Love” — a sequel to 

“Woman Has No Name” — and weekly newspaper columns. 
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